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Archive: A camp in Chad for people fleeing Sudan, 16 May 2023. Henry Wilkins / VOA, public domain. Not a photograph of this week’s attacks.

Lead story | Civilian protection in Sudan

New statements on drone attacks in Sudan and testimony from El Fasher make the right to life and
civilian protection this week’s lead focus. The periods covered by casualty figures and the limits of
source verification are stated separately.

Other highlights include returns to Afghanistan, protests and biometric surveillance in Europe; the
death penalty in Iran; and civilian safety and healthcare workers in Palestine and Israel. New records
from Myanmar and Bangladesh submitted by volunteers have been compared with their sources and
included in the selection.

In this issue

2 Sudan e 3 Returns and child protection e 4 Freedoms in Europe e 5 Death penalty and press freedom e 6 Palestine, Israel and Yemen e 7
Myanmar, Bangladesh and Nigeria e 8 Follow-up and editorial principles

Content checked: 26 October 2026. This copy is for pre-publication review. Permission to reuse some source photographs has not yet been
verified.

Cover photograph and usage record
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Screengrab_of_refugee_camp_from_Number_of_Refugees_Who_Fled_Sudan_for_Chad_Double_in_Week.jpg
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Lead story | Civilian protection in Sudan
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Archive / context: Chad, 16 May 2023. Henry Wilkins / VOA, public domain.

New statements: 23 and 26 October 2026 e Drone attack data: the first three weeks of October e El Fasher testimony: new research on earlier
events.

Drone attacks and new testimony from El Fasher

Anadolu Agency and Sudan Tribune, citing UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Tirk,
report at least 306 deaths and hundreds of injuries in drone attacks during the first three weeks of
October. This is not the toll for 20-26 October. Homes, markets, health facilities and displacement
sites are among the places affected. Different attacks are attributed to the Sudanese army or the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF); a single perpetrator must not be assumed for all incidents.

Amnesty International’s separate research, published on 23 October, includes accounts from civilians
leaving El Fasher of detention, torture, ransom demands, forced labour and denial of healthcare. It
draws on August and September interviews with 19 residents and six aid workers. Amnesty says it
sent its findings to the RSF on 9 October and had received no response by publication. The new
development is the publication of these accounts.

26 October: Sanctions and support for survivors

On 26 October, the UK announced travel bans and asset freezes against 15 senior commanders from
the Sudanese army and RSF over suspected serious abuses, including conflict-related sexual violence.
It also announced £5 million for survivors of sexual violence and £10 million in humanitarian support.
Sanctions are not criminal convictions; investigations into individual responsibility and protection for
victims require follow-up.

UK Government e 26 October

Rights impact and verification

Safe escape, treatment and humanitarian assistance for civilians are urgent priorities. Common
Article 3, the prohibition of torture, and the principles of distinction, proportionality and precautions
in attack provide the relevant framework. The circumstances and responsibility for each attack
require individual examination.

The OHCHR page could not be accessed directly. AA and Sudan Tribune relay the same UN statement; they are not two independent field
counts. The El Fasher testimony comes from a separate investigation.

AA o UN statement e 23 October
Sudan Tribune e 25 October

Amnesty e El Fasher research e 23 October
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/10/sudan-el-fasher-civilians-suffer-unlawful-killings-detention-and-torture-one-year-after-citys-capture-by-the-rsf-new-testimony/
https://sudantribune.com/article/320387
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/un-rights-chief-strongly-condemns-surge-in-drone-strikes-across-sudan/4098733
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-senior-commanders-implicated-in-campaign-of-rape-in-sudan-and-unveils-new-support-for-survivors
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Returns and child protection

Switzerland and Afghanistan: Protection safeguards

A WAV/Le Courrier investigation published by SWI on 24 October
reports that personal data of Afghans facing deportation were shared
with the Taliban administration. SEM states that three people were
returned following talks in August 2025. SEM says the procedures
rested on court decisions; lawyers challenge the data sharing and safety
Afghanistan, 15 August 2026. EPA / after return. Separately, UN experts warned EU states on 22 October
Samiullah Popal, SWI. Archive; not a . . . .

deportation scene. against returning Afghans facing serious danger.

Rights and follow-up: ECHR Articles 3 and 8; Convention against Torture (CAT), Article 3. The investigation and UN statement are new
developments. Post-return safety and individual risk assessments require monitoring; the statement is not a court ruling.

SWI e Documents and SEM response e 24 October
UN / UNRIC e Report of the 22 October statement

United States and Sierra Leone: Risk of onward removal

According to Amnesty’s urgent appeal of 23 October, the US transferred
three people with court protection against return to their countries of
origin to Sierra Leone on 12 October, alongside five others. Amnesty
reports that the three face onward removal to their home countries. A

Freetown Airport, 28 January 2024. second transfer has not been confirmed.

Davidbstanley / Commons, CCO.
Archive; not the transfer.

Rights and follow-up: CAT Article 3; individual risk assessment. Follow up on current official responses and the individuals’ whereabouts.
Amnesty e Urgent appeal e 23 October

Image source e Freetown / CCO

Switzerland: Children in the emergency assistance system
> |

T  On 21 October, Asile.ch published a call by the Refugee Parliament and
& /|/ around 30 organisations to improve children’s housing, education and
lé!k ' privacy. The underlying position paper is dated 4 October; this is not a
" *5 new court ruling.
]

Asile.ch / Pexels source photograph.
Illustrative; not the children in this
report. Date unspecified.

Rights and follow-up: Convention on the Rights of the Child, Articles 3, 16, 27 and 28. Monitor cantonal responses and practical improvements.

Asile.ch e Joint position e 21 October
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https://asile.ch/2026/10/21/parlement-des-refugies-pour-que-la-protection-de-lenfance-dans-laide-durgence-soit-une-priorite/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_Freetown_International_Airport_airside.jpg
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr51/1599/2026/en/
https://unric.org/en/afghan-deportations-un-experts-warn-eu/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/foreign-affairs/paper-trail-shows-how-switzerland-negotiated-with-taliban/92257827
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Freedom of expression and security in Europe

France: Journalists’ safety and racist violence

TEET

RSF's 21 October publication highlights violence and obstruction
affecting journalists covering protests. LDH’s challenges to
demonstration bans are also relevant to peaceful assembly safeguards.

RSF source photograph, 21 October In a separate case, LDH described an attack on 23 October in Trappes
publication. Protests, not the Trappes s . . . . ..
attack. Date unspecified. and La Verriére, in which one person died and five were injured, as

racist and Islamophobic violence.

Rights and follow-up: ECHR Articles 2, 10, 11 and 14. The characterisation of motive is attributed to LDH; the prosecution file was not
examined. Incidents affecting journalists and individual ban decisions require separate investigation.

RSF e France e 21 October
LDH e Trappes e 24 October

Council of Europe e Peaceful assembly safeguards

United Kingdom: Facial recognition planned for Oxford Street

According to Liberty’s statement of 23 October, police plan to install
fixed cameras with live facial recognition on Oxford Street in December.
Liberty source photograph of live facia Liberty opposes expansion before a specific legal framework and
recognition. Not the Oxford Street independent oversight safeguards are in place. The cameras are not yet
installation. Date unspecified. .

operating.

Rights and follow-up: ECHR Article 8; privacy, data protection and false matches. There is no finding of a violation concerning a specific
individual at this stage.

Liberty e 23 October

Germany and Tajikistan: A deported activist’s imprisonment

Y | HRW reported on 22 October that Tajik activist Boboev, deported from
. Germany, had received a 17-year prison sentence. The case raises
questions about risk assessment before removal and effective
protection.

Asadullo Boboev. HRW source portrait.
Date and photographer unspecified.

Rights and follow-up: CAT Article 3; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Articles 9 and 14. Independent examination of
the full judgment and trial safeguards is needed.

HRW e Boboev e 22 October
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/10/22/tajik-activist-given-lengthy-prison-sentence
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/issue/live-facial-recognition-to-be-used-in-oxford-street-in-time-for-festive-shopping-period/
https://www.coe.int/uk/web/commissioner/-/commissioner-calls-for-protection-of-the-right-to-freedom-of-peaceful-assembly-in-the-context-of-protests
https://www.ldh-france.org/face-a-lhorreur-raciste-un-tournant-politique-simpose/
https://rsf.org/en/journalists-targeted-during-protests-across-france
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Death penalty and press freedom

Iran: Separate death penalty cases

HRANA reports that llya Ben-Rashid was notified of his death sentence
on 20 October. IHR reports that more than 200 death-row prisoners at
Ghezelhesar were notified of compulsory transfer, potentially increasing
execution risks. IHR's 21 October report states that Manouchehr
. Fallah’s sentence was upheld again and his case sent to the
Ilya Ben-Rashid. HRANA, 21 October . .
publication. Source portrait graphic; enforcement unit. These developments do not establish that the
date unspecified. sentences have been carried out.

Rights and follow-up: ICCPR Articles 6 and 14: life and fair trial. Full judgments and the transfer order were not independently reviewed.
Transfers, access to lawyers and avenues to halt executions need urgent monitoring.

HRANA e Ben-Rashid e 21 October
IHR e Ghezelhesar e 20 October
IHR e Fallah e 21 October

Azerbaijan: Lengthy prison terms sought for journalists

— CPJ reports that prosecutors sought prison terms of up to 12 years for
Meclis.info journalists. A prosecution request is not a sentence imposed

by a court. The case is being monitored for the relationship between
journalistic work and criminal allegations.

Baku, 19 September 2023. AFP / Tofik
Babayev, CPJ. Archive; not a court
hearing.

Rights and follow-up: ECHR Articles 5, 6 and 10. Follow the court’s decision, evidence and defence objections.

CPJ e Meclis.info e October 2026

Tirkiye: Mehmet Baransu and proceedings against journalists

Mehmet Baransu’s prolonged deprivation of liberty, dating from March
2015, remains under review. MLSA reported on 22 October that his
slander trial, brought following Dursun Cicek's complaint, was
adjourned to 11 February 2027 for the prosecutor’s final opinion.
Baransu denied the charge and sought acquittal; the complainant

Mehmet Baransu. Archive portrait reiterated his allegations. MLSA also reported the detention on remand
from MLSA’s 22 October report. . . o o .
Photograph date unspecified. of Ismail Ari and Murat Agirel. The Agirel announcement is dated 19

October and is included as follow-up to the previous period.

Rights and follow-up: ECHR Articles 5, 6 and 10. Baransu’s remand and convicted-prisoner statuses in separate cases must be distinguished;
the adjournment is not a new prison sentence.

MLSA e Baransu hearing e 22 October
CPJ e« Mehmet Baransu case
MLSA e Weekly bulletin e 23 October
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https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/journalism-and-freedom-of-expression-bulletin-week-of-oct-19-2026
https://cpj.org/data/people/mehmet-baransu/
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/court-adjourns-mehmet-baransu-trial-pending-prosecutors-final-opinion
https://cpj.org/2026/10/azerbaijan-prosecutors-seek-prison-terms-of-up-12-years-for-meclis-info-journalists/
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/9142/
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/9139/
https://www.en-hrana.org/january-2026-protests-ilya-ben-rashid-sentenced-to-death/
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Protection in Palestine, Israel and Yemen

Palestine: Displacement in Hebron

[ .f, ' Reuters reported on 24 October, citing local officials, that around 1,200
z Palestinians were displaced in Hebron during Israel’s military operation.
The figure comes from local officials and has not been independently
verified. Movement restrictions and difficulties accessing homes affect
daily life and safety.

Hebron, 8 September 2015. L)'UI'» /
Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0. Archive; not
this week’s operation.

Rights and follow-up: Civilian protection, housing, family life and access to healthcare. Monitor the operation’s scope, opportunities to return
and individual harm.

Reuters e Hebron e 24 October

AP e West Bank operation

Israel: Call to release doctors from Gaza

On 21 October, CIVICUS and Physicians for Human Rights Israel (PHRI)
called for the release of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya and 13 other doctors
from Gaza. According to their joint statement, Israel is holding the
doctors without charge. The organisations called for access to
Dr Hussam Abu Safiya. photogaph healthcare, lawyers and family members. The doctors’ detention also
supplied by Elyas Abu Safiya / ABC makes access to treatment more difficult for patients in Gaza.

News. Date unspecified.

Rights and follow-up: Liberty and security, fair trial and health; prohibition of torture and ill-treatment. Each doctor’s legal status and
conditions of detention require separate monitoring.

CIVICUS / PHRI e Appeal for 14 doctors e 21 October
Image source e Dr Abu Safiya / ABC News

Yemen: Humanitarian assistance and civilian life in Taiz

A UN humanitarian briefing dated 23 October highlights the needs of
around 800,000 people in Taiz. This is not a death toll or a count of new
victims. Movement restrictions and obstacles to humanitarian access
affect food, health and safe living conditions.

Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0. Archive view.

Rights and follow-up: Humanitarian access and civilian protection. Follow the period covered by the needs assessment and the obstacles to
access.

UN e Yemen and humanitarian assistance e 23 October
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https://www.unognewsroom.org/story/en/3309/yemen-taiz-city-alert-ocha-unicef-wfp
https://abcnews.com/Health/home-prominent-palestinian-doctor-detained-israel-16-months/story?id=133811273
https://www.civicus.org/index.php/media-resources/news/8868-release-dr-hussam-abu-safiya-and-13-other-doctors-held-without-charge
https://apnews.com/article/israel-west-bank-military-operation-election-5995f6958ff503686ad68a8d547daf4d
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/around-1200-palestinians-are-displaced-hebron-israel-begins-military-operation-2026-10-24/
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Myanmar, Bangladesh and Nigeria

Myanmar: Separate attacks and newly documented deaths

MSF reports two deaths and 17 injuries in the Sittwe incident on 23
October. AAPP’s 22-23 October bulletins separately record two civilian
deaths in the Pauktaw attack on 20 October and nine, including an
infant, in the Paletwa port attack on 18 October. These are separate
incidents. AAPP’s 44 documented deaths of women and girls for 1-23
© MSF. Source published 24 October.  Qctober are not a weekly total and must not be added to six
Context image; not the attack.

Photograph date unspecified. unconfirmed reports or individual incident figures.

Rights and follow-up: Right to life; Common Article 3, distinction and precautions. Independent verification of AAPP’s individual records
remains pending.

MSF e Rakhine e 24 October
AAPP e 23 October
AAPP e 22 October

Bangladesh: Purbachal raid and summary proceedings

According to The Daily Star on 25 October, at least 85 people, including
26 women, were arrested in the 20 October raid and sentenced after
brief proceedings. Four rights groups and 101 citizens sought an
investigation and judicial review. Police allege that drugs were seized;
Lawyer Sara Hossain ,asignatorytthe rights groups challenge access to lawyers and the public exposure of

appeal. The Daily Star source portrait; identities.
not the raid.

Rights and follow-up: ICCPR Articles 9, 14 and 17. Judgment texts were not examined; allegations of unlawfulness are not final judicial findings.
The Daily Star e 25 October

Nigeria: Court action over social assistance funds

- &= SERAP announced on 25 October that it had filed a case at the ECOWAS
7 : Court concerning allegations involving more than 78.8 billion naira in
social assistance expenditure. The audited spending relates to 2023-
2024; the new development is the court application.

ECOWAS Court. SERAP source
photograph with an emblem overlay.
Photograph date unspecified.

Rights and follow-up: Social protection and effective remedy. Filing a case is not a finding of a violation; the full audit report and government
response were not reviewed.

SERAP ¢ ECOWAS application e 25 October

Nigeria: Follow-up on restrictions on political expression

DW'’s 20 October report describes the September arrest of five people
in Borno in connection with “Tinubu Must Go” T-shirts, and the blocking
of a meeting in Kano two weeks later. Police cite public order and
suspected substances; rights defenders say political criticism is being

DW / Borno State Police. seized - pUnished. These arrests did not occur during this reporting week.
shirts from the September incident.
Photograph date unspecified.

Rights and follow-up: Freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Monitor the basis of the charges and subsequent proceedings.

DW e New report / earlier events e 20 October
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https://amp.dw.com/en/tinubu-must-go-nigerias-northern-protests-test-limits-of-political-dissent/a-79713785
https://serap-nigeria.org/2026/10/25/serap-takes-tinubu-govt-to-ecowas-court-over-%E2%82%A678-8bn-cash-transfer-scandal/
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/rights/news/purbachal-raid-101-citizens-four-rights-groups-demand-probe-jailing-85-4307201
https://aappb.org/daily-22-10-26/
https://aappb.org/daily-23-10-26/
https://www.msf.org/civilians-must-be-protected-conflict-continuing-rage-across-rakhine-state
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Follow-up and editorial principles

Egypt: New documentation and continuing cases

EFHR’s joint statement of 21 October calls for an independent
investigation into deadly attacks on miners near the Sudanese border
on 10 October. Its 20 October publication reports that around 125
relatives of dissidents have been detained since the second half of
U August; this is not a weekly total. The latest verified follow-up on the
Mining photograph from EFHR'’s 21 Matsadaash journalists is the extension of detention reported on 14

October statement. Date and

photographer unspecified; not the October.

attack.
Rights and follow-up: Life, liberty and effective investigation. Egypt’s responsibility for the attacks and individual detention cases require
further examination.

EFHR e Attacks on miners e 21 October
EFHR e Detention of relatives e 20 October

Kenya: Follow-up on a new report about earlier protests

Amnesty International’s 19 October report documents allegations of
arbitrary arrest, abduction, torture, surveillance and interference with
L journalists during the 2023-2025 protests. It draws on interviews with
e L 102 people and documentary review. Amnesty says the state bodies
© Amnesty International. Source . . . . .
photograph from the 19 October sent its findings had not responded by publication. The report belongs
report; photograph date unspecified. {4 the previous bulletin period and appears here as follow-up.

Rights and follow-up: Liberty, prohibition of torture and peaceful assembly. Monitor effective investigations and remedies for victims.

Amnesty e Report announcement e 19 October

Follow-up on earlier cases

Shampa Goswami / Front Line Defenders. Archive portrait; date unspecified.

No new final decision was verified on returns from Switzerland to Tirkiye or the Colleen Madden
case. Shampa Goswami’s protection needs continue. IHR's 23 October publication reports an
execution risk for Kolsoom Akbari; the appeal statement is dated 6 October.

INQUEST e Colleen Madden inquest

Front Line Defenders e Shampa Goswami
IHR e Kolsoom Akbari e 23 October

Selection and scope

SRL Swiss selects stories for its weekly Human Rights Bulletin according to the gravity of abuses,
public and legal importance, reliable and verifiable sources, geographical and thematic diversity, and
follow-up needs. Verified facts are distinguished from allegations, and material limitations and
relevant responses are stated. The bulletin is not an exhaustive record of all human rights violations
worldwide.

This issue follows 13-19 October without a gap. Next period: 27 October-2 November 2026. Source links appear beneath the relevant stories.
Archive photographs do not depict current events. Legal analysis does not replace final judicial findings.

Last checked: 26 October 2026 e English edition, based on Turkish vO8 e Updated with volunteer contributions. Institutional publication
approval and the stated image permissions remain pending. Corrections: info@srlswiss.com.
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https://iranhr.net/en/articles/9146/
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/woman-human-rights-defender-shampa-goswami-imminent-risk-arrest
https://inquest.org.uk/news-and-comment/press-releases/colleen-madden-inquest-opens/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/10/kenya-authorities-must-address-economic-grievances-driving-protests-end-repressive-tactics/
https://egyptianfront.org/2026/10/a-sweeping-security-campaign-targeting-the-families-of-dissidents-abroad-resulted-in-the-detention-of-at-least-125-citizens/
https://egyptianfront.org/2026/10/egypt-human-rights-organizations-call-for-an-independent-investigation-into-unlawful-airstrikes-targeting-gold-miners-near-the-sudanese-border/
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